
Above: 6:00am it took  about 4 minutes to get to  the 
starting line with over 20,000 participates.  
 
Below: The last 1/4 mile I was feeling pretty tired and 
everything hurt.  

Above:  Mile 13.1 (the half way mark still feeling great 
and keeping up a good pace) 
 
Below:  Getting my Mickey Mouse medal and knowing I 
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Above:  I found a burst of energy to sprint to the fin-
ish line for a time of 5:09: 00.   

 
 I want to thank you for helping me  raise $2,400.00  for Love INC.  It was a great day and the 16 weeks of training 
paid off.  The hardest part was getting use to the warm weather.  After running in over 12 inches of snow, sub zero tempera-
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 On January 11, 2009 , Dave and I got up 4:00am.  I grabbed a quick bite to eat and we headed for the shuttle that 
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check our long sleeved shirt yet.  At 5:00am everyone had to walk to the starting line.  This was about a 1/4 mile away on 
the highway of the Disney grounds.  We sat there in  section E for 1 hour listening, watching and finally I was praying for 
peace before the race began.  A shot was sounded, fire works went off and Mickey and Minnie sent us on our way.  We 
waited patiently for our turn to reach the starting line.  It took us 4 minutes to get there.   Then the crazy moving around lots 
and lots of   people jockeying for a spot to run.  
 We were on one of the Disney Highways heading back to EPCOT Center.  When we entered EPCOT, the ball was 
lighted.  It was beautiful to see the park without people. We ran around the lagoon out past all the different countries then 
out the back to more service roads heading toward the Magic Kingdom.  We came into the Magic Kingdom and ran down 
Main Street.  We ran around Tomorrow Land and then through the Cinderella's castle.  That is where I heard my name, 
RAE.  I looked around trying to find the voice I recognized as my Mom and finally spotted her in a sea of people.  She was 
yelling and smiling from ear to ear.  I quickly left the flow of runners and headed over to her for a big hug.  I knew she  
would be with Matt and Christina waiting to cheer me on.  It was an energy booster.  My support team had found me.  I 
could relax now, I had seen them.  I knew they would be following me around all the parks cheering me on.   
 We left the Magic Kingdom and headed toward Animal Kingdom.  We were on the service drives to get there.  We 
rounded a corner and there was all kinds of animals giving us something to look at.  As we headed into the kingdom, we got 
to run past the Tree of Life.  When I left, I heard that familiar voice of my Mom again.  Yeah, they were here again.       
Another hug from all of them and then on my way. I was renewed again.    
 We then headed to the Disney Studios.  Along the way were signs to read.   The one that caught my eye and made 
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studio down the lot of New York City, past the  Chinese Theatre  and out.  We headed to the Disney Board Walk past the 
Floridian Hotel.  This was  the final stretch back to EPCOT and the finish line.  As we approach EPCOT, I was starting to 
feel the pain of 25 miles.  I knew I only had 1 mile to go.  It was the longest mile from Germany back to the EPCOT ball.  
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end cheering me on and that much awaited finish.  All of a sudden I could run faster, taller and smiling I crossed the fin-
ished line in 5:09:00.  I had beat my last marathon time.  Dave, finished in 4:54:00.   Great time for his first one.   
 Getting that medal made it all worth it plus knowing I was running for a cause.  All along the way I prayed for our 
partnering churches, clients, volunteers and you.  There were  hundreds of Leukemia Society runners who raised over                
���������������������������0�L�Q�H���G�L�G�Q�¶�W���F�R�P�H���D�Q�\�Z�K�H�U�H���Q�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���P�X�F�K���E�X�W���W�K�H���L�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���W�K�L�V���P�R�Q�H�\���Z�L�O�O���E�H���I�D�U���U�H�D�F�K�L�Q�J���������/�L�Y�H�V���Z�L�O�O���E�H��
changed possible for eternity.  It was a day I will never forget.  Running for the Lord.  The heat wore me out and I walked 
with a gimp the rest of the day but my heart was full because of you and lives that will be touched because of it.  Thank you 
again.  
 
God Bless,  
Raejene  


